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prayer for the ruler is said for the Sultan ; and the
Sultans of Rum are no doubt as much Caliphs as Char-
lemagne and his successors were emperors of Rome
Shah Tahmasp was naturally a bigoted Shiyya, and
though he received Humdyun with the pomp and cir-
cumstance befitting- a great monarch, not long after h5s
arrival he sent him a supply of firewood, with an intima-
tion that it should serve as his funeral-pyre if he did not
conform to the religion of the country ; and it appears
that the Padshah did nominally conform, and even pro-
mised to introduce the Shiyya doctrines into India, as
well as to cede Kandahar to the Persian Shah, who
thereupon undertook to provide Humayun with an army
to help him to recover his kingdom. The latter prince,
in 1545? marched to Bost, upon the Helmand, the fre-
quent scene of strife between the Afghans, after more
than three hundred years, and thence to Kandahar, and
took the fort from his brother Mizra Askari, who was
compelled to appear before him with a naked sword
hung about his neck.
Kandahar was made over to the Persians, but Humdyun
subsequently became repossessed of it, and also occupied
Kabul, when he recovered his son Akbar, who had re-
mained there during his father's absence in Persia. For
the next two years Humayun was engaged in fighting with
his brother Kdmran, who was delivered into his hands
by the Ghakkar spearmen and was blinded. No person
could for a while be found willing to undertake the
operation, and the sufferer, while undergoing it, called
cut, "My God! my sins have.been amply punished in
this world ; have compassion upon me in the next.53 In
1555, when, on the death of Muhammad Shah, Sikandar
Shah and Ibrdhim were disputing for his dominions,
Humdyun marched to India, took Lahore, and defeated
Sikandar, seized Delhi and Agra, where he reigned over